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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
between

ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK SOUTH ASIA DEPARTMENT (ADB SARD)
and
APEC CLIMATE CENTER (APCC)

on

Cooperation on Climate Information and Data Service, Application, Prediction, and
Monitoring and Related Capacity Building in South Asia
(under ADB Regional Capacity Development TA8572: Action on Climate Change in South Asia)

A. Introduction

1. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) South Asia Department (SARD) and the APEC
Climate Center (APCC) (the “Parties”) are interested in entering into a partnership to support
ADB’s developing member countries (DMCs) in South Asia in their pursuit to mainstream
climate change in their development plans, programs, and projects. The Parties acknowledge
that international collaboration on climate information exchange and applications is a practical
strategy for mitigating the impacts and consequences of climatic disasters and natural hazards
and to better assist South Asia DMCs in developing and implementing the most appropriate
climate change adaptation measures.

2. ADB, as a major development institution in Asia and the Pacific, has a long-standing
commitment to encourage environmentally sustainable growth by supporting mainstreaming
adaptation and climate resilience in development planning, project design and implementation.
ADB will also strengthen integrated disaster risk management to reduce vulnerability to natural
and environmental hazards by promoting the use of environmentally friendly technologies,
adoption of environmental safeguards, and establishment of institutional capacities to
strengthen their enforcement in its DMCs.

3. APCC, as a non-profit international organization established with the unanimous
endorsement of APEC senior officials and leaders at the first APEC Senior Officials Meeting in
2005, seeks to enhance socioeconomic well-being in Asia and the Pacific region by utilizing up-
to-date scientific knowledge, applying innovative climate prediction techniques, and promoting
application of climate information through various programs for capacity building and reducing
climate risks in the region. Since its establishment, APCC has played a key role in the Asia-
Pacific region by providing high quality climate information products and services.



B. Scope of Cooperation

4, ADB intends to strengthen its cooperation with centers of excellence across the world in
key development fields to effectively leverage their expertise, knowledge, and experiences for
the development of DMCs. ADB duly recognizes APCC as a center of excellence in the areas of
climate information services, climate prediction, interdisciplinary research and application
techniques at the climate-environment-society nexus, and international cooperation in view of its
outstanding track record demonstrated in the past decade.

S In December 2013, ADB approved a regional technical assistance Action on Climate
Change in South Asia' (TA) for the successful transition to a low-carbon and climate-resilient
development path in South Asia through increased investment and institutional capacity of its
DMCs to manage the impacts of climate change. To achieve this, the TA aims to strengthen (i)
screening of investment projects against climate risks, and (ii) capacity of DMCs in developing
and/or implementing climate change strategies and action plans.

6. To complement the climate risk screening activity, the regional TA being implemented by
ADB SARD'’s Portfolio, Results and Quality Control Unit (SAOD-PR) is developing a system for
managing climate change database used in screening development projects for climate and
disaster risks and in conducting country climate assessments. A remote sensing-geographic
information system or space-based knowledge and decision-support system and platform is
being designed to facilitate climate change risk screening and disaster risk and impact
assessments by enabling the mapping and visualization of risk as the compounding effects of
hazards, exposure, and vulnerabilities.

7 APCC will in general provide advisory support to the above-described activity and other
related activities within the scope of named regional capacity development TA. More specifically,
the APCC will provide its skills and expertise in the following areas as deemed relevant to the
TA's regional and country-specific activities:

(a) enable automatic downloading and updating of accurate and highly reliable
historical and projected climate data and information (e.g., rainfall and temperature)
for the South Asia region;

(b) generate high-resolution climate scenarios for the South Asia region through
various downscaling methods;

(c) country-level climate monitoring and prediction through annual and seasonal
forecasts, sub-seasonal to seasonal forecasts, etc., with bias corrections bringing
modelled scenarios closer to that observed as well as including associated
uncertainties;

(d) conduct of multi-sectoral and transdisciplinary climate risk analyses to anticipate
the impacts of climate change, such as in agriculture, transport, water, energy, and
other application fields; and

(e) design and conduct related capacity buudmg training, and/or research support
programs.

8. ADB SARD and APCC shall designate staff whose expertise and/or advice may be
tapped in carrying out specific activities. Such cooperation is expected to entail staff time
involvement, as well as administrative arrangements related to the conduct of meetings,

' ADB. 2013. Action on Climate Change in South Asia. Manila. TA8572 (REG).



conferences, seminars, and workshops relevant to the TA's regional and country-specific
activities. -

9. In carrying out this collaboration, funds from the ADB SARD regional TA8572 shall be
used to exclusively fund per-diem and travel expenses of participants and resource persons
from ADB member countries and APCC, and only for venues, small equipment and such items
of expenditure produced, originating and supplied from ADB member countries related to the
conduct of meetings, conferences, seminars and workshops. ADB SARD regional TA8572 funds
shall not be used to finance expenditures related to (i) engagement of consultants and/or
resource persons by APCC, and (ii) capitalization or ordinary operating expenses of APCC.
Disbursement of ADB funds shall be in accordance with ADB's Technical Assistance
Disbursement Guidelines (2010, as amended from time to time). The Parties agree to bear the
internal staff costs associated with their respective participation in this collaboration as
described in paragraphs 7 and 8 above, and shall hold the other party unaccountable in this
respect.

C. Focal Points

10. ADB SARD and APCC designate the following focal points for all purposes associated
with this MOU:

(i) ForADB: Mr. Liping Zheng
Advisor
Office of the Director General
South Asia Department
Telephone: +632 632-6307

(i) For APCC: Ms. Sangwoon Moon
Head
External Affairs Department
Telephone: +82 51 7453922

11. The respective focal points will be responsible for:

(i)  establishing effective communication and liaison with the other focal point;

(i) facilitating the implementation of all aspects of this MOU and the opportunities
identified for cooperation;

(i) promoting this MOU and the cooperation activities undertaken under it within the
respective organization;

(iv) facilitating the attendance of representatives of the focal point’s organization at
meetings, conferences, seminars, and workshops held by the other organization;

(v) facilitating the attendance of representatives of the other organization at the
meetings, conferences, seminars, and workshops held by the focal point's
organization;

(vi) convening the periodic consultations (if any) to be held in accordance with this
MOU; and

(vii) monitoring MOU implementation and evaluating instances of cooperation
undertaken by the two organizations in accordance with this MOU.

12. If either party intends to change its focal point, it shall immediately notify the other Party
in writing of such a change when such change takes place.

3



D. Promotion of the Cooperative Arrangements

13. ADB SARD and APCC recognize that the involvement of both organizations in joint
cooperation activities should be publicized, both within their organization and in the general
community except for data and information identified as confidential or sensitive by either Party.
They therefore agree to:

(i) acknowledge the role and contribution of each organization to the cooperation
activities in all public information documentation relating to the instances of
cooperation;

(i) use the organizations’ logos in documentation related to the cooperation activities
in accordance with the current policies of each organization; and

(i) notwithstanding the above, any public announcements through media releases or
similar means regarding this agreement or the work of the Parties hereunder, or
the use of the organizations’ names or logos shall require the written approval of
each Party hereto prior to such announcements of use.

E. Non-binding MOU

14. This MOU is not intended to be a binding legal document. It is only an expression and
record of the purpose and intention of the Parties concerned. This is based on their relationship
with each other and the understanding that this MOU will be carried through by each Party with
mutual respect and friendly cooperation.

F. Duration and Review

15. The MOU will be for a term of two (2) years from the date of its signing by both Parties,
and may be extended by the Parties in writing.

16. The designated focal points will undertake a review of this MOU not later than one (1)
year from the date of signing the MOU. Any issues resulting from this review shall be agreed
and resolved through mutual consultation in good faith, and such resolution may be
incorporated as written agreements to this MOU through mutual agreement.

G. Resolution of Problems

17. During the course of this MOU, the respective focal points will be notified of all problems
that impact adversely on the potential of the two organizations to collaborate effectively. The
focal points will take appropriate action to seek an amicable resolution. If the focal points are
unable to resolve the problem to the satisfaction of both parties, the two organizations will take
whatever action they consider appropriate to achieve an amicable resolution.

H. Miscellaneous

18. This MOU will take effect from the date on which it is signed by authorized
representatives of the Parties.

19. This MOU is not intended to create legal relations between the two organizations or to
impose formal obligations on them.



20. This MOU may be terminated by one party giving two (2) months’ notice in writing to the
other party.

21. In keeping with the administrative nature of these arrangements, no provision of this
MOU will be construed to interfere in any way with the independent decision-making autonomy
of the two organizations with regard to their respective affairs and operations. Further, nothing in
this MOU shall be construed an an express or implied waiver, renunciation, or other modification
of any immunities, privileges or exemptions of ADB accorded under the Agreement Establishing
the Asian Development Bank.

In witness whereof, the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective Parties,
have signed this MOU, for execution from the date of the last signature shown below.

For and on behalf of For and on behalf of
Asian Development Bank APEC Climate Center

g o -  JKZ

Hun Kim Hong-Sang Jurig

Director General Executive Director

South Asia Department APEC Climate Center

Asian Development Bank 12 Centum 7-ro Haeundaegu
Manila, Philippines Busan 48508 Korea

Date: ﬂ‘ug 3/’ 2v [ Date: /;}-'459/ /7.
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