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Glebal Initiative on
Disaster Risk Management

WESCAP 1 GIDRM

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

Expert Group Meeting on Regional Cooperation in Early Warning
for Transboundary River Basin Floods, Flash Floods and Landslides in Asia and the Pacific

Bangkok, 9-11 October 2017

Tentative Agenda (as of 07.10.2017)

Monday, 9 October 2017

09.00-10.00 Session 1. Opening and overview of the ESCAP Disaster Resilience Week

- Conference Room 3 —
10.00-10.15 Break
10.15-12.00 Session 2. Review of regional cooperation in early warning for transboundary hazards

- Meeting Room H -

The session will present the outcomes of feasibility studies on regional cooperation in early
warning of 1) transboundary floods, 2) flash floods, and 3) landslides, conducted by regional
and international experts in the field. It will provide an overview of current status, challenges
and gaps in regional cooperation in early warning of these hazards, and make suggestions for
establishing regional cooperation mechanisms for further discussion. Lessons from regional
cooperation mechanisms for typhoons (tropical cyclones) will be also introduced.

% Moderator: Mr. Muhammad Idrees, Member, NDMA, Pakistan

o Need for regional cooperation in early warning of transboundary hazards - Ms. Ingrid
Dispert, Associate Expert, DRS, ESCAP

e Regional cooperation mechanisms: examples from the ESCAP/WMO Typhoon
Committee and the WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical Cyclones - Mr. SungEun Kim,
Associate Economic Affairs Officer, DRS, ESCAP

e Regional cooperation in early warning of flash floods - Mr. Wolfgang Grabs, Chief,
International Water Affairs, German Federal Institute of Hydrology

e Regional cooperation in early warning of transboundary floods — Mr. Arjunapermal
Subbiah, Director, Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early Warning System (RIMES)

e Regional cooperation in early warning of landslides — Mr. Benni Thiebes, Expert for
landslides, ESCAP Consultant

Discussion

12.00-13.30

Lunch break




13.30-15.30 Session 3. Experiences and lessons learned from regional cooperation for early warning
- Meeting Room H -
In line with Session 2, government officials and technical experts will be sharing their
experiences in promoting early warning, and how regional cooperation can strengthen early
warning of multiple hazards. This will help participants of the expert group meeting to identify
opportunities from regional cooperation as well as challenges ahead.
4+ Moderator: Mr. Hans Joakim Guttman, Executive Director, ADPC

e Global development of multi-hazard early warning system and opportunities for the
Asia-Pacific region — Mr. Alasdair Hainsworth, Chief of DRR Service Division, Weather
and DRR Services Department, WMO

e Experiences on regional cooperation on flood forecasting in the Indus basin — Mr.
Yoshio Tokunaga, Chief Researcher, Water-related Hazard Research Group,
International Centre for Water Hazard and Risk Management (ICHARM), Japan

e Lessons learned from regional cooperation on early warning of flash floods — Mr.
Chihun Lee, Senior Researcher, National Disaster Management Research Institute
(NDMI), Republic of Korea

e Lessons learned from local flood early warning systems for small river basins and the
need for regional cooperation on harmonized alert level systems (GIDRM/GIZ) — Mr.
Olaf Neussner, DRM Advisor, GIZ, and Mr. Antonio Balang, DRM Specialist, GIDRM,
Germany

e Experiences on regional cooperation on developing climate forecasting system in the
Pacific — Ms. Suekyoung Lee, Senior Researcher, Climate Application Department,
APEC Climate Center (APCC)

e Regional cooperation mechanisms for Indian Ocean Tsunamis Warning and
Mitigation System (I0OTWMS) — Mr. Srinivasa Tummala, Head of the Secretariat,
IOTWMS

e Experiences in Regional cooperation on flood risk reduction in the Hindu Kush
Himalaya — Ms. Mandira Singh Shrestha, Programme Coordinator, HYCOS Initiative,
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)

Discussion
15.30-16.00 Break
16.00-17.30 Session 4 — Consultation on the establishment of regional cooperation mechanisms

- Meeting Room H -

Session 4 will be reserved for in-depth discussion of meeting participants. It is expected for
the session to identify ways forward for establishing (or strengthening) regional cooperation
mechanisms in early warning for transboundary floods, flash floods and landslides in the Asia-
Pacific region.

Summary and highlights of the discussion will be presented to the Fifth Session of the
Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction in the following day (item 6).

4 Moderator: Mr. Sanjay Srivastava, Chief, Disaster Risk Reduction Section, ESCAP

Discussion




Tuesday, 10 October 2017

09.00-10.00 Opening of the 5th session of the Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction
- Conference Room 3 —
*Launch and presentation of the Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2017
10.00-10.15 Break and Group Photo
10.15-12.00 Session 5 — Experiences from member States on regional cooperation in early warning for
transboundary floods
- Meeting Room H -
Session 5 will share the experiences of member States, experts and partners on regional
cooperation mechanisms for transboundary floods.
+ Moderator: Mr. Alasdair Hainsworth, Chief, DRR Service Division, WMO
e  Mr. Md. Sazzad Hossain, Executive Engineer, Flood Forecasting and Warning Center
(FFWC), Bangladesh
e  Mr. B.P. Yadav, Head, Hydromet Division, Indian Meteorological Department (IMD),
India
e Mr. Myo Tun Oo, Stafff Officer, Department of Meteorology and Hydrology,
Myanmar (tbc)
e Mr. Sahibzad Khan, Director, Flood Forecasting Division, Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD), Pakistan (tbc)
e Mr. Ryna Oum, Director, Department of Meteorology, Cambodia
e Mr. Bounteum Sysouphanthavong, Head of Weather Forecasting
Division, Department of Meteorology and Hydrology, Lao PDR
e Ms. Thanh Dang Mai, Deputy Director, National Center for Hydro-Meteorological
Forecasting, Viet Nam
Discussion
12.00-13.30 Lunch break
13.30-14.45 Session 6 — Experiences from member States on regional cooperation in early warning for

flash floods and landslides
- Meeting Room H —

Session 6 will share the experiences of member States, experts and partners on regional
cooperation mechanisms for flash floods and landslides.

4 Moderator: Mr. Ali Shareef, Deputy Director General of Meteorology, Maldives
Meteorological Services, and Chair of WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical Cyclones

e Mr. Ezattullah Sediqi, DRR specialist, State Ministry of Disaster Management and
Humanitarian Affairs, Afghanistan




e Mr. Artavazd Davtyan, Head of Population Protection and Disaster Management
Department, Ministry of Emergency Situations, Armenia (tbc)

e Mr. Karma Dupchu, Chief of Hydrology Division, Department of Hydromet Services,
Bhutan

e Mr. Binod Shakya, Associate Professor, Department of Hydrology and Meteorology,
Tribhuvan University, Nepal

e Ms. Mia Khotimah, Scientific Officer, Weather Prediction and Early Warning Division,
BMKG, Indonesia

Discussion
14.45-15.00 (Change of venue to Conference Room 3)
15.00-17.00 Session 7 - Panel discussion: Regional mechanisms for multi-hazard early warning system

- Conference Room 3 —
In this session, outcomes of the expert group meeting will be shared with the Committee on
Disaster Risk Reduction.

4 Moderator: Mr. Vicente B. Malano, Administrator, Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA), Philippines

4 Panelists
e Mr. Muhammad Idrees, Member, National Disaster Management Authority, Pakistan

e  Mr. Andi Eka Sakya, President WMO Regional Association V and Chair of the
Intergovernmental Coordination Group of the Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and
Mitigation System (ICG/IOTWMS)

e Mr. Ali Shareef, Deputy Director General of Meteorology, Maldives, and Chair of the
WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical Cyclones

Wednesday, 11 October 2017

09.00-11.00 Session 8. Recommendations and ways forward
- Meeting Room H -
Listening from the member States during the Committee session, the session will further
discuss ways forward and make recommendations.
4+ Moderator: Mr. Andi Eka Sakya, President WMO Regional Association V and Chair
of the Intergovernmental Coordination Group of the Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning
and Mitigation System (ICG/IOTWMS)
Discussion
11.00-11.30 Session 9. Wrap-up and Closing

- Meeting Room H —
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